Palm Springs AIDS Memorial

Please consider attending this fun event that is a
fundraiser for the Palm Sprimgs AIDS Memorial:

THE RICHMOND/ERMET AID FOUNDATION ERESENTS

AT THE BEAUTIFUL RANCHO MIRAGE HOME OF STEVE CAMPBELL & | EQEK.HAL!. Ll

Saturday, April 4,2026 * 5:00 to 8:00p!

Benefiting The AIDS Memorial in Downtown Park
and Let’s Kick ASS (AIDS Survivor Syndrome) Palm Springs

FEATURING PERFORMANCES BY s

Broadway Star DAVID BURNHAM
Drag Star/Songstress BILLY AMOUR
Performing as Bette Midler SHERIE RAY PARKER

Fabulous Cocktails * Assorted Wines
: TastyAppetizers * Silent Auction

https://Glitz-GlamPS.eventbrite.com A DA BALL
Summer Chic, Sparlde and Shine Attire Suggested

SCAN FOR

TICKETS
gee RICHMOND/ERMET AID FOUNDATION'S -
'—_h;,;_ﬁ*_-r‘*‘_ PARTY FOR A CAUSE __|§| CI=1

O DELTA DENTAL UVIEY] ANSDY @ "ﬁ""" Stepen HontcS



https://psaidsmemorial.org/community-leadership-donor-tiers/
https://glitz-glamps.eventbrite.com/
https://glitz-glamps.eventbrite.com/

Palm Springs’ Quiet Role in the
AIDS Crisis: A Story of Care,
Compassion, and Community

WOMEN FIGHTING THE EPIDEMIG

Submitted by Paul Kaplan of Paul Kaplan Group

Palm Springs has always been more than a resort town. Beneath the
sunshine, pools, and midcentury glamour lies a deeper story — one of
compassion, resilience, and quiet heroism during one of the most
devastating public health crises of the 20th century.

As plans move forward for the Palm Springs AIDS Memorial, scheduled to
be installed in Downtown Park in spring 2026, an important and largely
untold chapter of our local history is beginning to surface.

A Place of Refuge at the End of Life

During the height of the AIDS crisis in the 1980s and early 1990s, Palm
Springs became a place of refuge for many gay men who were gravely ill.
As hospitals in larger cities like San Francisco, Los Angeles, and New York
became overwhelmed — and as stigma and fear often eclipsed
compassion — many men came to the desert seeking something
profoundly human: dignity, peace, warmth, and community in their final
months.

Palm Springs offered all of that. The dry climate was believed to ease
symptoms. The slower pace felt gentler. And perhaps most importantly, the
city already had a deeply rooted LGBTQ+ community that understood what
was happening — even when much of the country refused to look directly
at it.

The Caregivers Who Showed Up




What makes this story so extraordinary isn’t just who came here — it's who
was waiting for them. An informal but powerful network of caregivers
emerged across Palm Springs and the Coachella Valley. Nurses,
volunteers, friends, chosen family members, and compassionate strangers
stepped in when biological families often could not or would not. Homes
became care facilities. Living rooms became sick rooms. Neighbors
became nurses. Friends became family.

These caregivers ensured that men dying of AIDS were not alone. They
cooked meals, administered medication, offered physical care, held hands,
shared laughter, bore witness, and provided love at a time when fear and
misinformation dominated national headlines. This work was rarely
recognized, often exhausting, and deeply emotional — yet it defined Palm
Springs during those years in ways that still resonate today.

An Untold Chapter of Local History

Despite the scale of loss and the depth of compassion shown here, this
chapter of Palm Springs history has largely remained in the shadows.
Many of the caregivers never sought recognition. Many of the men they
cared for are no longer here to tell their own stories. And for years, the
urgency of survival left little room for reflection.

That is beginning to change.

The Palm Springs AIDS Memorial — along with its planned online
storytelling component — represents an opportunity not only to remember
those we lost, but to honor those the city was during that time: brave,
compassionate, and quietly revolutionary.

Why This Story Matters Now

Preserving these stories matters — especially now — because history has
a way of fading when it isn’t intentionally remembered. The AIDS crisis
shaped Palm Springs socially, culturally, and emotionally. It strengthened
bonds, forged new families, and helped define the city as a place where
LGBTQ+ lives were valued when that was far from guaranteed elsewhere.

For newer residents, second-home owners, and visitors who experience
Palm Springs primarily as a lifestyle destination, this history adds depth
and meaning to the place we love. It reminds us that community isn’t just
about amenities — it's about how people show up for one another in
moments of crisis.

Looking Ahead

As the Palm Springs AIDS Memorial Task Force continues its work, there is
hope that more of these stories — of loss, care, courage, and love — will
be shared, preserved, and honored. They deserve to be remembered not
only as a tragedy, but as a testament to human compassion.

This is a story worth telling. And it's one Palm Springs can be proud to
finally bring into the light.

If you or someone you know was part of this caregiving network, or has
memories to share from this period, your story matters. More to come as




this important project unfolds.

We Still Need Your Support!

The Task Force is in the final phase of fundraising and welcomes donations at
all levels of support for this important project. While the fabrication and

construction coordination work continues, we still have funds to be raised. Our
current needs are $250,000 to get us to the finish line.

DONATE TODAY!

Give today and be part of this historic moment.

With love and gratitude,

Palm Springs AIDS Memorial Task Force
Dan Spencer, Founder and Spokesperson
Arturo Fernandez
Jeffrey Jurasky
Stuart Kent
Karyl Ketchum, Ph.D.

Dana Manciagli
Mike Richey
Phillip K. Smith IlI

If you are considering donating appreciated securities, funding through a donor
advised fund, or if you have any donation related questions, please contact Paul
Clowers at PSAIDSMEMORIAL @DevDeptinc.com.

FOREVER REMEMBERED.
FOREVER LOVED.
FOREVER CELEBRATED.

Help us spread the word!
Sign up for our newsletter and follow us on social media.

We are honored to partner with DAP Health to act as our fiscal processing agent for
donations. DAP Health generously provides these services to us without charge.
DAP Health is a charitable, tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code. Your donation is tax-deductible to the extent permitted by
law. No goods or services are provided in return.

Tax ID: 33-0068583



https://psaidsmemorial.org/community-leadership-donor-tiers/
mailto:Paul@DevDeptInc.com
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__xdh69gfbb.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001xnt0b4ktMcp5V0xa25jDa9tJ5fqLT-2DKJtbRlG9M-2D07dRFGsaNAapp4LGlVavQInPtjAMd-2DbzSKA7LXRN-5FfIWOT6t3HVFcSCE6l7jTnFmFhPxqxfYX7uN58NYzCT9WvulibsiyNH3jBPiPJl6lwVNX-5FA8sVm3Bg7MhM6q29KKE85LuU7naZt3Cg-3D-3D-26c-3Dj8SHOzt-5FVyN9i9aaNuz08lBGOAJ8ETzCIMB1sPwAT-2DnC4-5FuBB3veyg-3D-3D-26ch-3DU-5FHH4aRXvJlIcj5yvacKD3uYYmG6BFbuMZdA9hAldbrDjqKw-5F2Y1FA-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=Fijzre7ITZiqPwAC_VYlEl71H0_9-Xe6AKq1uto0zD4&m=NQlfoZXOpQjRvIUZMHE3HyKfybNpcqkMfSlryOTKCUNeE5UJxeIFDgx41f2MXKLP&s=bnD54v2qNO72bk4cs1fRI8cYwEwpxkDKeywZw4fCgvU&e=
https://www.facebook.com/AIDSMEMORIALPS
https://www.facebook.com/AIDSMEMORIALPS
https://www.instagram.com/PSAIDSMemorial
https://www.instagram.com/PSAIDSMemorial
https://psaidsmemorial.org/

Palm Springs AIDS Memorial Task Force | 611 South Palm Canyon #7050 | Palm Springs, CA 92264 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

@ Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=e96fa22f-cffe-4de5-aa64-2eed9497a279
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=e96fa22f-cffe-4de5-aa64-2eed9497a279

