Palm Springs AIDS Memorial

Palm Springs AIDS Memorial Progess:
Stone has arrived at milling studio

The Daino Marble stone selected for the Memorial’s three oval forms has been
extracted from the quarry in Sardinia, Italy and has arrived at Garfagnana
Innovazione, the stone milling studio we are working with on this project.

About one week ago, our Artist and the Design Team gave the “green light” to the
stone carvers who will now begin the intense process of precisely milling the marble
into the Memorial’s distinctive oval shapes.

During this process, the stones will be carved using both 5-axis robotic milling
processes and hand techniques for finishing. This will be multi-month process from
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here forward, followed by a vertical lift test-fitting
installation in Italy prior to shipment to Palm Springs for
installation.

As the stone carving process progresses, we will
provide more updates and photos.

On December 21, 2025 the Desert Sun ran the following opinion piece, written
by Dan Spencer of the Palm Springs AIDS Memorial Task Force. In case you
did not see it, we have included it here:




Palm Springs AIDS Memorial
1s needed now more than ever
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On Dec. 1, World AIDS Day, the Palm
Springs AIDS Memorial Task Force
broke ground on the site where we will
soon install the memorial. It was a joy-
ous yet somber occasion. 1 was thrilled
to see more than 200 community mem-
bers and leaders turn out to help us
mark this important milestone.

It was especially poignant that this
event was held on World AIDS Day, as
we had learned only a few days before
that our nation’s government had de-
clared there would be no acknowledg-
ment nor support of World AIDS Day.
This was especially heartbreaking for
the many people who lost loved ones to
AIDS and for the many others still living
with HIV and AIDS.

The official anti-World AIDS Day an-
nouncement was a direct attempt to
erase the people we have loved and lost
and dim the support of those we con-
tinue to love. We cannot let this happen

in our loving, supportive and inclusive
community.
In the 1980s, as the gay community

was being ravaged by AIDS, our then-

president waited four years to even ac-
knowledge the disease. We learned then
that “silence = death.”

At that time, 1 created a file labeled
“grief,” filled with obituaries, photos,
mementos of the many people I knew
who were impacted by AIDS. That file
has traveled with me since those early
years of the pandemic and includes my
personal and professional mentor Jim
as well as Robert, a graduate school
friend and his partner, who came to
saalm Springs to find solace in their final

y'S.

For many of us, this city became the
place where we could find an inclusive
community and where caregivers
emerged to provide critical and loving
support to those who needed it most.
Over the decades, Palm Springs became
known as a place that would take care of
its citizens and became a community of
activists who created systems and or-
ganizations and a new way of living to-
gether. The Desert AIDS Project (now
DAP Health) was just one of the many

amazing organizations that emerged to
support our community.

After more than a decade of concep-
. lanning | andl findiaies

Palm Springs will finally have its own
AIDS m—.ﬂx], called the “Well of
Lave It will inspire us to “Forever Re-

Love, and Cel-
ebrate” everyone impacted by HIV/
AIDS. Our city leaders and public arts
commissioners have provided amazing
support for our effort, including contrib-
uting the memorial’s land and providing
financial support for its installation.
When installed, the memorial will be
gifted to the city, and become part of its
gruwlng collection of impressive public

The marble for the memorial's three
vertical ovals has been identified in the
quarry in Sardinia, and our metal fabri-
cator, Active Alloys in Chicago, has cre-
ated several successful and beautiful
mock-ups that align with the core re-
flective intentions for the memorial ex-
perience. Additionally, we are working
with a Palm Springs-based firm to de-
sign our online experience so people can
learn more about the memorial, the con-
cepts behind it, the timeline of HIV/

A model of the future Palm Springs
AIDS Memorial, titled “The Well of
Love,” is seen at The Center on June 4,
2025. The sculpture will feature three
vertical faces, which look similar to
mirrors, that each hold an oval “pool of
tears.” EMA SASIC/THE DESERT SUN

AIDS in Palm Springs, and more.

The Palm Springs AIDS Memorial is
indeed a well of love in the desert. It will
be a gathering place for love, in much
the same way that Palm Springs was the
gathering place for those with HIV/AIDS
early in the pandemic.

We are raising the final $275,000
needed to complete the project and we
hope that you all will join us to celebrate
in the spring for the dedication of this
important local Memorial. Find out
more at psAlDSMemorial.org.

Dan Spencer, a Palm Springs resi-
dent, founded the Palm Springs AIDS
Memorial Task Force.

We Still Need Your Support!

The Task Force is in the final phase of fundraising and welcomes donations at

all levels of support for this important project. While the fabrication and
construction coordination work continues, we still have funds to be raised. Our
current needs are $250,000 to get us to the finish line.

DONATE TODAY!

Give today and be part of this historic moment.

With love and gratitude,
Palm Springs AIDS Memorial Task Force
Dan Spencer, Founder and Spokesperson
Arturo Fernandez
Jeffrey Jurasky
Stuart Kent
Karyl Ketchum, Ph.D.
Dana Manciagli
Mike Richey

Phillip K.

Smith 111

If you are considering donating appreciated securities, funding through a donor
advised fund, or if you have any donation related questions, please contact Paul
Clowers at PSAIDSMEMORIAL @DevDeptinc.com.

FOREVER REMEMBERED.
FOREVER LOVED.
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FOREVER CELEBRATED.

Help us spread the word!
Sign up for our newsletter and follow us on social media.
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Visit our Website

We are honored to partner with DAP Health to act as our fiscal processing agent for
donations. DAP Health generously provides these services to us without charge.
DAP Health is a charitable, tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code. Your donation is tax-deductible to the extent permitted by
law. No goods or services are provided in return.

Tax ID: 33-0068583
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