Palm Springs AIDS Memorial

Palm Springs AIDS Memorial Task
Force Breaks Ground!

On Monday, December 1, the Palm
Springs AIDS Memorial Task Force
conducted a ceremonial
groundbreaking ceremony at the
future home of the Memorial in the
Palm Springs Downtown Park. Held
on World AIDS Day, the ceremony
featured brief remarks about the
importance of this project and how
the future site will be a community
) ‘ space dedicated to remembrance,

reflection, and healing. More than 200 community members (including Palm

Springs Chief of Police Andy Mills and former City Councilmember Lisa

Middleton) heard from Dan Spencer, Task Force Founder and Spokesperson,



https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=de17107c-6bae-4899-99f5-f0e2d2ec6500

Phillip K. Smith Ill, the Memorial’s designer, and Jeffrey Bernstein, Palm
Springs City Councilmember. After the remarks, the Task Force members
ceremoniously broke the ground where the Memorial will be installed.

At the event, participants were able to
observe a scale model of the
Memorial, placed near the location
where the actual Memorial will be
installed. Construction on the much-
anticipated Memorial is expected to
commence in January.

Many photos from the
event are available here.

From Dan Spencer, Task
Force Founder:

The Palm Springs AIDS Memorial will give

residents and visitors a place to gather, share

stories, and reflect on the impact of HIV/AIDS.

This important Memorial will be a space for all

to remember and celebrate those we’ve lost

while also acknowledging the support of long-term survivors, family members,
and caregivers. | am thrilled that after many years or planning and fundraising,
we have now broken ground on the Memorial’s site.

Just a few days ago, our government declared there is no World AIDS day.
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They are attempting to erase history and erase the people we have loved and
lost and dim the support of those we continue to love. Having experienced the
1980s when the President waited four years to acknowledge AIDS, we know
that SILENCE = DEATH. We cannot let this happen in our loving, supportive
and inclusive community.

A local, national and
international team is
working tirelessly to
build this Memorial.

The Memorial has recently shifted
from vision to reality. The
Memorial’s selected general
contractor, Tom Rice Construction,
has already met with the city on-site
at the Downtown Park for future construction coordination. The project has
completed its preliminary engineering review by the City of Palm Springs, with
drawing and design support for civil engineering from MSA Consulting,
structural engineering from Rbhu Engineering, and overall project oversight and
coordination by Kizy Art Production working closely with the artist. Renderings
of the Memorial and a comprehensive description of the physical structure and
the accompanying virtual site may be found here.

Large chunks of marble for the Memorial’s three vertical ovals have been
identified by the quarry in Sardinia, Italy and will soon be delivered to the Task
Force’s stone fabrication team, Garfagnana Innovazione. The aluminum
fabricator, Active Alloys, has created several successful and beautiful mock-ups
that align with the core reflective intentions for the Memorial experience.

Additionally, working with local Palm Springs based company, Konsist, the Task
Force is fully in the midst of designing the Memorial's online experience. When
visiting the Memorial, people may scan a QR code that will enable them to

learn more about the Memorial, the concepts behind it, the timeline of HIV/AIDS
in Palm Springs, and much more. We will update you on this exciting element
of the Memorial in future newsletters.

We Still Need Your Support!

The Task Force is in the final phase of fundraising and welcomes donations at

all levels of support for this important project. While the fabrication and
construction coordination work continues, we still have funds to be raised. Our
current needs are $275,000 to get us to the finish line. Recent support from a
fundraising event hosted by the Vista Las Palmas Neighborhood group at PKS3
Studio kicked off this season’s first major event and financial push to complete
this important community project for Palm Springs.
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DONATE ONLINE HERE
Give today and be part of this historic moment.

With love and gratitude,

Palm Springs AIDS Memorial Task Force
Dan Spencer, Founder and Spokesperson
Arturo Fernandez
Jeffrey Jurasky
Stuart Kent
Karyl Ketchum, Ph.D.

Dana Manciagli
Mike Richey
Phillip K. Smith 111

Considering donating appreciated securities, funding through a donor advised fund,
or if you have any donation related questions, please contact Paul Clowers at
PSAIDSMEMORIAL@DevDeptinc.com.

FOREVER REMEMBERED.
FOREVER LOVED.
FOREVER CELEBRATED.

Visit our
Website

We are honored to partner with DAP Health to act as our fiscal processing agent for
donations. DAP Health generously provides these services to us without charge.
DAP Health is a charitable, tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code. Your donation is tax-deductible to the extent permitted by
law. No goods or services are provided in return.

Tax ID: 33-0068583
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