




























 

 
 

FROM THE PALM SPRINGS AIDS MEMORIAL TASK FORCE: 

The Mission for the Palm Springs AIDS Memorial is to establish a destination to remember, to 
educate, to realize justice, to connect with the community, so that those lives of loved ones lost to 
AIDS will be forever immortalized. It is important to have the Memorial serve as a vehicle to 
connect to the community and serve to educate visitors in order to prevent new infections, 
engage in seeking access to health care to help stop the spread of disease, and as a tool to share 
lessons learned with HIV/AIDS that can be applied to future pandemics. 

This request is for a small portion of land (estimated to be 15 feet by 15 feet) that is needed to 
install a permanent monumental sculpture in the downtown Palm Springs Park.  The specific 
location in this park is important in order for the local community and visitors to have convenient 
access within a reflective oasis setting, (see attached image of proposed location) and to 
represent our City’s connection to such an impactful memorial by locating it at this marquis 
property. Being near the amphitheater setting is also important for community gatherings (World 
AIDS Day, PRIDE, AIDS Walk, etc.) and celebrations of those individuals whose contributions have 
made Palm Springs the community it is today. 

The sculpture (see attached concept image) is being designed specifically for the site, by Phillip K 
Smith, III, an internationally recognized local artist. Carved out of limestone, it will have a modest 
foundation area and only require electrical conduit for basic up-lighting. Adjacent signage will 
provide title and a website link (QR code) to a database for names and stories of individuals 
being memorialized along with links to local health and educational resources (DAP, AAP, The 
Center, etc.) and web access to the National AIDS Memorial and the AIDS Memorial Quilt. 

The sculpture budget is projected to be in the range of $500,000. We are proposing that all 
funding be privately raised, primarily from individuals and organizations within our community. 
We have received overwhelming support and verbal commitments from key organizations (DAP, 
AAP, The Center, Borrego Health, Supervisor Perez and many others) as well as individual funders. 
The sculpture would be donated to the city and installed on city land in the Downtown Park. 
Electrical for lighting, and ongoing maintenance is anticipated to be minimal, and will be 
provided by the city of Palm Springs. 

The working group requesting this is the Palm Springs AIDS Memorial Task Force.     
 
 
 
FROM THE ARTIST – PHILLIP K. SMITH, III: 
 
The sculpture that will be become the Palm Springs AIDS Memorial is intended to be a touchstone 
in the community.  It is an artwork that is meant to be tactile -- encouraging touch to facilitate 
connection and engagement.  AIDS is about people and the artwork has been scaled to be at the  
 



 
 
 
human scale.  The circular, torus shape inspires a connected, round, corner-less form that 
provides space for the community and the individual across its surface.  The community “face”, 
composed of a series of varied concentric carved circles that are smooth, flat, angular, matte, 
satin, and gloss, evokes the quilt of humanity that is touched by AIDS.  Extending across this 
varied topography is a series of precise, matte, carved lines representing the “aberration” in the 
community fabric that has bonded us together.  The “individual” face is conceived as a series of 
smooth undulating “fins”, like water lifting.  These fins are a metaphor for grief, love, hope, and 
time.  The form of the artwork itself has a concave and convex flex to it as the community face 
seems to outstretch and envelope the viewer, while the individual face seems to extend outward 
at the center towards the viewer.  The opening at the center is at eye level and allows a view 
through – a connection, a sense of hope, a view beyond what is directly in front of you.  Most 
importantly, it serves as the connective surface that bonds the community and the individual 
together.  It will be a natural place to put one’s hand, acknowledging one’s role in grief, hope, love, 
and community.   
 
It is my hope that this sculpture serves as a touchstone in the community for all people needing a 
space for calm, quiet, understanding, introspection, and hope. 
 
 
INFO: 
 
Material: Limestone (assembled in 3 seamless pieces) 
 
Dimensions:  Approximately 9’-0” in diameter x 3’-0” (2’-0” opening at center) 
 
Engineering:  A steel upright extending upwards in the center of the sculpture will lock the stone 
in place vertically and will be connected to an underground, non-visible footing.  It should appear 
as if the sculpture is standing upright, perfectly balanced on its curved end.  The selected site is 
NOT over any underground structures and is accessible by a crane located on Museum Way. 
 
Lighting:  To be determined precisely.  The goal is to have one or two in-grade fixtures on each 
“side” of the artwork providing dramatic lighting at night.  Ideally, the selected fixtures and bulb 
temperature will align with other Rios-selected fixtures within the park. 
 
Maintenance:  Because the artwork is carved from stone, maintenance is expected to be minimal.  
Basic periodic dusting or washing with water is advised.  The color of the selected stone will help 
to hide desert dust, while also serving as a resilient, strong surface.  For any graffiti issue, So Safe 
Graffiti Remover is highly effective on limestone surfaces and does not leave any “shadows”. 
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